
School of Hope Foundation 
provides fundraising and 
operational support for 
St. Aloysius  Gonzaga 
Secondary School for 
children whose lives have 
been impacted by AIDS
 and other vulnerable 
youth in Nairobi, Kenya.

In January 2004 St. Al’s began its 
mission by welcoming 56 students, all 

promising AIDS-affected youth from 
devastating poverty, who would not be 

able to access a secondary education 
without the scholarship we provided. 

Today we celebrate 600 high school 
graduates and 300 who have gone on 

to complete their college studies. 



Providing scholarship 
support for a student at 
St. Al’s is really a gift 
to myself. I know that 
I can offer a student 
who has real need an 
opportunity for a life-

changing educational 
experience and that she 

will be surrounded by caring 
teachers and administrators who 

will help her problem solve as challenges 
arise, and will follow up with her on an 
ongoing basis. I hear directly from the 
student about her classes, activities and 
experiences, and we share prayers for 
each other and for our families. It’s a gift  
of hope. 
 
                                 - Rosemary Sokas

My name is Florence Ogai, 17 years old. I 
am a student beneficiary at St. Aloysius 

Gonzaga High School in Nairobi, Kenya. 
More significantly, I am a beneficiary of the 
scholarship program.  
 
My life story would have taken a different 
turn were it not for the scholarship. Of all the 
options available to me, joining high school 
wasn’t a close prospect. This is because 
I was raised by a single mother whose 
resources were not even enough to cater for 
the most basic needs needless to mention 
high school fees. Getting to this point where 
I am sitting for my final National Examination 
is a huge milestone and I still have in mind 
great hopes and aspirations to further my 
studies.  
 
The scholarship has been a God-sent gift 
to me and my family. Courtesy of the 
scholarship, I have been able to grow 
academically, spiritually and emotionally. 
Most of all I’d wish to thank everyone who 
has made sacrifices to help me live my 
dream in the St. Aloysius family.  

All of St. Aloysius Gonzaga students 
from Kibera have a full scholarship to 

attend the school. A $1500 sponsorship 
covers the cost of tuition, books, supplies, 
uniforms, field trips, extracurriculars, 
two daily meals, and basic health care. 
With the help of generous donors, 850 
bright and motivated students who 
otherwise would have no opportunity to 
continue their studies, have received or 
are currently receiving an academically 
challenging education at St. Aloysius. 

Sponsorship 
Program



Since 2006, St. Al’s has graduated over 600 
students. In order to live out the school’s 

motto “to learn, to love, and to serve,” all 
graduating students spend six months in a 
community service program such as teaching 
in elementary schools, child care centers, or 
programs for people with disabilities before 
college or university begins in the Fall. These 
graduates also take part in a reflection group 
at St. Al’s every Friday to support them in 
their community service projects. St. Al’s is 
committed to supporting students wishing to 
continue their education after graduation and 
provides financial assistance for students go-
ing to college, university or degree programs. 

I’m Juliet Moraa, a graduate of St. 
Aloysius. I am currently pursuing my 

honors degree in project planning and 
management at the University of Nairobi.  
 
Growing up in a less privileged community 
has not only offered financial and academic 
challenges but has also helped me realize 
the value of college education. Without 
a doubt, this scholarship has played a 
key role in achieving my educational 
dreams. Because of the generosity of our 
benefactors, the financial burden placed 
on me to pursue my education has been 
reduced. This means I can spend more 
time on my studies, research and extra-
curricular activities and less time worrying 
about my finances thanks to St. Aloysius 
scholarship program. Owing to my story, 
this scholarship has not only offered me 
a second chance in life, but it has also 
enabled me see a bright future ahead of 
me. As a result, my thirst for success will 
be quenched soon once I graduate with 
my degree. 

Graduate Program

The lucky children who 
have been accepted at 
St. Al’s have lost their 
Mom or Dad or both to 
AIDS. Most have been 
taken in by relatives 
who sometimes can 
hardly afford their own 

daily expenses. So these 
children are given an 

opportunity to work hard in a 
great school and be the best.  
 
My financial help is not just helping one 
student but hopefully, this student will go to 
the University and have a career that will help 
their family and their neighborhood. It is a little 
investment that can go a long way. God wants 
us to help those who cannot help themselves.
 
                                     - Barbara Jo Miller



Visit our website  
— www.schoolofhopekenya.org —  

for information about:

•	 Current events at the school                
•	 Visiting St. Aloysius Gonzaga
•	 Sponsoring a student                            
•	 Supporting construction of the  

dormitory campus      

In order to improve academic and personal 
outcomes for St. Aloysius students, the 
School of Hope Foundation is raising funds 
to build a dormitory campus and make our 
dream of providing safe, nearby housing 
for all St. Al’s students a reality.   
 
Challenging living conditions often keep 
students from reaching their full poten-
tial. Long and perilous walks to and from 
school, crowded homes without water and 
electricity, and family responsibilities make 
focus on studies more challenging.   
 
The Dormitory Campus 
will include Boys and 
Girls Dorms, a Volunteer 
and Staff Building, and a 
Music Hall.  The total cost 
for construction is $1.8 
million. Thanks to generous 
supporters, $1 million has 
been raised for the project 
to date. 

SCHOOL OF HOPE FOUNDATION   |   ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA      
1010 N. HOOKER STREET   |   CHICAGO, IL  60642 

info@schoolofhopekenya.org    |     312-834-6118 
      

Support our Work by 
Sharing with a Friend 

The Dormitory Campus includes dorms  
for 240 boys and 240 girls.

Dormitory Campus

Kibera Slum

http://www.schoolofhopekenya.org
mailto:info%40schoolofhopekenya.org?subject=


On behalf of the School of Hope Board of 
Directors, the students, and myself, I would 
like to thank you for your support for St. 
Aloysius Gonzaga over the past 15 years. 
 
 Your partnership has made a real difference 
in the lives of so many students and their 
families. At the close of our 15th school 
year, we look back proudly on what has 
been accomplished and look forward to 
continuing to provide quality education in a 
caring environment as well as a safe place 
for students to live in the coming years.  
 
Blessings to you and  
your family this holiday  
season.

Martha Swanson
Board President

Thank you!


